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Gibellina — The Earthquake (2007)

Original Title: Gibellina - Il terremoto

Country : AUSTRIA

Category : Documentary

Director : Joerg Burger

Awards : 2008: Awarded Best Film - Spello-Flower Film Festival
Length : 72 mins

Hundreds of people died when an earthquake destroyed the Sicilian mountain village of Gibellina.
Although the city was rebuilt it became a lifeless bedroom community with modern, shoddy
architecture and an over-abundance of modern art resembling an oversized, open-air memorial -

a failed vision with increasing social end economic problems.
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Ben X (2007)

Original Title: Ben X

Country :

BELGIUM

Category :

Fiction

Director :

Nic Balthazar

Principle Cast :

Greg Timmermans, Laura Verlinden, Marijke Pinoy, Pol Goossen,
Titus De Voogdt, Maarten Claeyssens

Awards :

2008: Public Prize and Prix du Conseil Général (Festival Espoirs

Mulhouse)

2008: Fipresci Prize of the International Filmcritics (Istanbul
International Film Festival )

2008: Heineken Red Star Award (Palm Springs International Film
Festival)

2008: Director's and Audience' Choice Awards for Best Foreign
Film (Sedona Film Festival )

2008: Public Prize & Prix du Conseil Général (Wisconsin Film
Festival)

2007: Black Pearl Grand Jury Prize for Best Feature Film (Middle
East International Film Festival (MEIFF) )

2007: Grand Prix Las Americas, Public Prize, Ecumenical Jury
Prize (Montreal World Film Festival)

Length : 90 mins

Mildly autistic and a sitting duck for the school bullies, Ben wants to cry out his hurt to his
tormentors and all the silent bystanders. Inspired by his mystery girl on the web and fuelled by his

signature video game, he takes revenge. In their faces!
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A Farewell to Hemingway (2008)

Original Title: Edinstvenata lyubovna istoriya, koyato Hemingway ne opisa

Country : BULGARIA

Category : Drama

Director : Svetoslav Ovtcharov

Principle Cast : | Chris Heuisler, Gergana Pletnyova, Rousy Chanev, Ivan Barnev,Malin Krastev,
Stefan Mavrodiyev

Length : 89 min

The story about young Hemingway’s stay in Bulgaria, during which he becomes acquainted with
local manners and even meets love — for a very short time, indeed. A scandal on board the train
leaves Ernest at a small Bulgarian station. Here, he is sheltered by the station-master and his
daughter, who falls in love with the unknown, but literate American.
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Corridor # 8 (2008)

Original Title: Corridor#8

Country : BULGARIA

Category : Documentary

Director : Boris Despodov

Principle Cast : Argir Boyadjiev, Georgi Petrov, Gligor Taskovich, Mile Janakieski,
Riza Haza, Xhevair Ngjeqari, Ted Ferguson, Gjin Marku, Argon
Xhunga

Length : 74 mins

Corridor #8 is a huge EU infrastructural project meant to link the Black and the Adriatic Seas, already
a decade in the planning. Following the road’s thread the film captures the moods, the prejudices and
the hope of the people from the three Balkan countries, who paradoxically are “far away, so close” to

each other.
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Citizen Havel (2008)

Original Title: | OBCAN HAVEL




Country : CZECH REPUBLIC
Category : Documentary
Director : Miroslav Janek, Pavel Koutecky

Principle Cast :

Awards : 2008: Official selection International Forum of New Cinema
Berlinale
2008: The special documentary Award Muchen Festival
Length : 120 mins

Vaclav Havel was a key figure in the great changes that took place in central and Eastern Europe in the
1990s. The film captures his work and influence both in the Czech Republic and internationally and
offers new looks behind the scenes of international politics in the late twentieth and early twenty-first
century
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Christmas Story (2007)

Original Title : JOULUTARINA

Country : FINLAND

Category : Fantasy Drama

Director : Juha Wuolijoki

Principle Cast : Hannu-Pekka Bjorkman; Noah Emmerich; Kari Vadndnen; John
Turturro; Mikko Kouki; Michael Badalucco

Length : 78 mins

A touching story of the life of the altruistic St. Nicholas, the man who became Santa Claus in myth
and legend. Told in earnest period fantasy, the story radiates selflessness and friendship set against
a breathtaking landscape.
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CROSSED TRACKS (2007)

Original Title: ROMAN DE GARE
Country : FRANCE

Category : Drama

Director : Claude Lelouch

Principle Cast :

Dominique Pinon, Fanny Ardant, Audrey Dana, Zinedine Soualem,
Michele Bernier, Myriam Boyer, Boris Ventura Diaz, Marc Rioufol,
Thomas Le Douarec.

Length :

103 min




Judith Ralitzer, femme fatale and popular writer, is seeking characters for her next best-seller. A
serial killer has just escaped from a high-security prison. Huguelle, a hairdresser in a top Paris
salon, is going to change their destiny.
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LA PALOMA - LONGING WORLDWIDE (2008) a1awsaududanizne

Original Title: LA PALOMA - SEHNSUCHT WELTWEIT

Country : GERMANY

Category : Musical documentary

Director : Sigrid Faltin

Principle Cast : Musicians from Germany, Romania, Spain, Hawaii, Mexico,
Cuba, and Sansibar

Awards : Silverdocs 2008, Washington DC Prix Italia 2008
IDA International Documentary Awards 2008, Los Angeles

Length : 93 mins

Remarks: Film Director Dr Sigrid Faltin will preside at the closing film in
Chingmai

Sigrid Faltin investigates the rich history of the evocative song La Paloma by taking us to Cuba,
Mexico, Hawaii, Romania, Germany, the Basque Country, and finally Tanzania. Archival footage,
clips of films in which the song appears, and interviews with the people who keep La Paloma alive
have a remarkable effect on the storytelling. Historical and geographical distances disappear, and
the song’s meaning shifts instantaneously and continuously.
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ADVENTURERS (2008)

Original Title: KALANDOROK

Country : HUNGARY

Category : Feature

Director : Béla Paczolay

Principle Cast : Péter Haumann, Péter Rudolf, Milan Schruff, Agnes Banfalvy, Judit

Pogany, Mari Csomos, Tibor Gaspar, Lajos Kovacs

Awards : 2008: Best actor— Napoca Transilvania International Film Festival
2008: Best actor — Saint Jean de Luz
2008 : Best Feature Film — Vukovar Film Festival

Length : 100 Mins

In his fifties Geza, a trumpeter lost whatever he had in the divorces. His son, Andras supports
himself by odd jobs, often for the underworld, and usually losing on them too. They are coming to
a small village to take Grandpa to Budapest, to save him from the misery his life has become due to
Grandma’s senility. The journey begins, but will they ever get anywhere?
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GOOD MORNING HEARTACHE (2008)

Original Title : RIPRENDIMI
Country : ITALY
Category : Documentary
Director : Anna Negri
Principle Cast :

Awards :

Length : 93 mins
Remarks:

A young couple readying for the birth of their first child agree to let a team of documentary
filmmakers follow them on their journey as they go from being a perfect couple to a perfect
family. The only problem is that as the pregnancy progresses, their relationship falls apart.
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THE VICEROYS (2007)

Original Title : I VICERE
Country : ITALY

Category : Historical drama

Director :

Roberto Faenza

Principle Cast :

Lucia Bose, Alessandro Preziosi, Cristiana Capotondi, Lando

Buzzanca, Guido Caprino, Larissa Volpentesta, Franco
Branciaroli, Assumpta Serna, Sebastiano Lo Monaco, Giselda
Volodi, Paolo Calabresi

Awards :
Length : 120 mins
Remarks: Nominated for seven David Di Donatello awards, including Best

Actor for veteran Lando Buzzanca, THE VICEROYS emerges as a
deeply satisfying and overtly political film, with many
contemporary resonances.

In the mid 1800s, in the last years of the reign of the House of Bourbon in Sicily. On the eve of
Italian reunification, the funeral of Princess Teresa brings together the members of the Uzeda
family, descendents of the Viceroys of Spain. Through the eyes of a boy, the dynasty’s last heir,
the mysteries, intrigues and complex personalities of the other family members are brought to
light as they fight over the Princess’s inheritance.
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THE COLLECTRESS (2008)

Original Title:

Country : LITHUANIA
Category : Drama

Director : Kristina Buozyte

Principle Cast :

Gabija Ryskuviené, Marius Jampolskis,Darius Gumauskas
Valda Bic¢kuté,Darius Petkevidius, Valerijus Jevsejevas

Awards : 2008 Winner best film-Silver Crane Award Lithuania
2008 Winner Best Actor-Silver Crane Award Lithuania

Length : 84 mins

Remarks:

Gaile, a traumatized speech therapist, notices she no longer feels human emotions. However,
suppressed sensations return when she sees herself on screen while preparing a video
presentation. Gaile, then, decides to make an experiment with the help of a man and his video
camera, staging various provoking situations.
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Irina Palm (2007)

Original Title: Irina Palm

Country : LUXEMBOURG

Category : Comedy Drama

Director : Sam Garbarski

Principle Cast : Marianne Faithfull, Corey Burke, Miki Manojlovic,
Awards :

Length : 103 min

Remarks:

Maggie, a working-class fifty-something, is increasingly desperate to cover the cost of her ailing
grandson's operation. Denied one loan and prospective job after another, a hopeless Maggie
plunges headfirst into the underground skin trade of Soho London and becomes a prostitute.
With a new name, "Irina Palm," Maggie begins working customers with a stimulatory technique
so popular that patrons are soon lining up around the block to be "serviced" by her.
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LOVE IS ALL (2007) aaawsauaudanizning

Original Title : ALLES IS LIEFDE

Country : NETHERLANDS

Category : Romantic comedy

Director : Joram Liirsen

Principle Cast : Michiel Romeyn, Thomas Acda, Anneke Blok, Carice van Houten,

Jeroen Spitzenberger, Wendy Van Dijk, Daan Schuurmans, Paul de
Leeuw, Pter Paul Muller, Chantal Janzen.

Awards :

Length : 120 mins

Remarks:

After her husband’s infidelity with their son’s teacher, Klaasje falls for a teenage Don Juan. Her
best friend Simone seems happy with her own husband but her tenacious striving for perfection is
beginning to take its toll on the marriage. Kiki is in love too; enjoying her fling with Prince
Valentijn, the most eligible prince within the Dutch royal family. Kees, an undertaker, and
lifeguard Victor are also in love. They intend to get married soon, but now Kees seems to be
holding back.
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HANNAH HANNAH (2007) arawsauaudanizn'ing

Original Title : HANNAHHANNAH

Country : NETHERLANDS

Category : Romantic comedy

Director : Annemarie van de Mond

Principle Cast : Maria Kraakman, Antonie Kamerling, Janni Goslinga, Kees Boot
Awards :

Length : 77 mins

Remarks:

Hannabh, a stubborn outsider within a large family, watches her family with mixed feelings as they
welcome her new boyfriend. Hannah tries to avoid the preparations for her parents' wedding
anniversary, but her charming brand-new lover Victor sort of drags her along, and soon proves to
be an ideal son-in-law. As Victor assumes full responsibility for organising the anniversary river
cruise, Hannah is left with mixed feelings.
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Splinters (2008) arawsauAulan1Ine

Original Title: Drzazgi

Country : POLAND
Category : Tragicomedy
Director : Maciej Pieprzyca

Principle Cast : Antoni Pawlicki, Karolina Piechota , Marcin Hycnar,

Krzysztof Ogloza, Michal Pieczatowski, Marcin Luczak,

Agnieszka Judycka.
Awards :
Length : 100 mins
Remarks:

Bartek, Marta, and Robert are like splinters: sharply lone and alienated, but also spontaneous,
rough, that can get under one's skin... The paths of these three people cross during one of the
seemingly ordinary and grey weekends. Truly, they haven't intended to meet; truly, they
shouldn't have met; truly, the fate gave them no choice.
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Our Beloved Month of August (2008)

Original Title: Aquele querido mes de Agosto
Country : PORTUGAL

Category : Drama

Director : Miguel Gomes

Principle Cast : Sonia Bandeira; Fabio Oliveira

Awards : 2008: Awarded best film-Valdivia International Film Festival
2008: Awarded best film-Sao Paulo International Film Festival
2009: Awarded best director-Las Palmas Film Festival

2009: Awarded best film-Buenos Aires International Festival

Length : 150 mins

Remarks:

Summer is a time for music and celebration in Portugal. Vocalist Tania and guitarist Heider are
young, attractive and enjoy a mutual attraction. As Tania and Heider find love in the
Portuguese countryside, the sound of various forms of music, from rock to classical, fills the air.
Film director Gomes and his crew try to get their project off the ground, be it a musical, a fact-
based drama, or a horror film he's also been considering.
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California Dreaming (2007)

Original Title: Nesfarsit
Country : ROMANIA
Category : Historic drama

Director :

Cristian Nemescu

Armand Assante; Jamie Elman; Rizvan Vasilescu; Alexandru
Margineanu; Laura Voicu

Principle Cast :

Awards : 2007: Prix un certain regard - Cannes Film Festival.
2007 : Best Film — Brussels European Film Festival.

Length : 155 mins

Remarks:

During the war in Kosovo, circa 1999, a NATO train rolls through a Romanian hamlet with its
cargo of weapons. Lacking official documents, the shipment has only the verbal consent of the
Romanian authorities. The train is intensely vulnerable — especially to the corrupt head of the
railway station, a part-time gangster with his own plans for the shipment.
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Silent Wedding (2008)
Original Title: Nunta mutd
Country : ROMANIA
Category : Comedy drama

Director : Horatiu Miliele

Principle Cast : Luminita Gheorghiu, Victor Rebengiuc, Mariana Mihut, Dan
Condurache, Gheorghe Dinica, George Mihditd, Tamar Buciuceanu

and Alexandru Bindea

Awards :

Length : 95 mins

Remarks:

The death of Stalin is announced during the wedding celebration of Mara and Lancu on 9%
March 1953. USSR decides that seven days of mourning should be observed so the wedding is
officially cancelled. However, the guests simulate leaving the place, but, after the colonel’s
departure, come back and continue the wedding inside the house, noiseless.
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OBABA (2005)

Original Title: Obaba

Country : SPAIN

Category : Drama

Director : Montxo Armenddriz

Principle Cast : Barbara Lennie, Juan Diego Botto, Pilar Lépez De Ayala, Eduard

Fernandez, Peter Lohmeyer, Mercedes Sampietro, Héctor Colomé,
Pepa Lopez, Txema Blasco, Juan Sanz, Ifiake Irastorza, Lluis Homar,
Ramon Barea

Awards : Obaba was Spain’s official nominee for the 2005 Best Foreign
Language Academy Award.

Length : 100 mins

Remarks:

Twenty-five-year-old Lourdes is set for Obaba, a small town in the Basque Country, to
make a documentary video about the life of the town’s residents. But as she digs deeper,
Obaba becomes shrouded in magic—something to do with the mysterious green lizards
which plague the townspeople - and allegedly feed on their brains.
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Mataharis (2007)

Original Title: Mataharis

Country : SPAIN

Category : Melodrama

Director : Iciar Bollain

Principle Cast : Najwa Nimri, Tristdn Ulloa, Maria Vazquez, Diego Martin, Nuria
Gonzdlez, Antonio de la Torre

Awards :

Length : 95 mins

Remarks:

Far from being a melodrama of spies, gunplay and intrigue, Mataharis explores relationships and
ethics in the daily life of working women. The title’s implied irony — that women are employed
as detectives not because they are tough and resourceful like Philip Marlowe but rather because
they are seductive and deceitful like Mata Hari — is only the first of the complexities of this
engrossing drama.
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Zozo (2005)
| Original Title: | Zozo




Country : SWEDEN

Category : Family drama

Director : Josef Fares

Principle Cast : Imad Creidi; Antoinette Turk; Yasmine Awad;Elias Gergi
Awards :

Length : 102 min

Remarks:

Zozo is a ten-year-old boy whose parents are struggling to flee Beirut amidst war. Zozo's
grandparents have emigrated to Sweden, and his mother and father plan to follow as soon as their
exit visas are approved. On the day that their papers finally come through, Zozo's mother asks him
to go outside and get something for her — and just misses being killed by the shell that explodes
into their home. Zozo is loosely inspired by the youthful experiences of Josef Fares, who himself
emigrated to Sweden when he was ten.
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The Linnaeus Experience (2007)

Original Title: Expedition Linné
Country : SWEDEN
Category : Documentary
Director : Folke Rydén

Principle Cast :

Samira Rahman, Magnus Hessbo, Lorena Grubisic

Awards :
Length : 72 mins
Remarks: A documentary film to commenmorate the world-renowned

natural scientist, the Swedish botanist Carolus Linnaeus (Carl von
Linné)

A discovery through the film to seven continents, into space, down into the depths of the oceans
and into the future. How should we behave and act today in order to survive tomorrow and how
can science and research contribute to a better world? Inspired by Linnaeus curiosity and the thrill
of discovery, the expedition meets some of the world’s leading researchers and experts, who try to
give answers to these questions.
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Sounds Like Teen Spirit (2008)

Original Title:

Sounds Like Teen Spirit

Country :

United Kingdom

Category :

Musical Documentary




Director : Jamie Jay Johnson

Principle Cast :

Awards :

Length : 100 min

Remarks:

While The Eurovision Song contest has matured into the highest rating non-sporting event in the
world, enjoyed by over six hundred million people annually, Junior Eurovision is somewhat more
of a home-grown affair. Now in its seventh year, the Junior competition differs in one major
aspect from the adult competition: all of the ten to fifteen year old amateur contestants must
compose and write their own entries and sing them in their national language.
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